
Through the Grapevine 

MANY THANKS. 
  I was delighted to meet some of 
the MG interns in the current Mas-
ter Gardener class at the clean-up 
of the demonstration areas around 
the 4-H Building on March 24.  
Between all the weeding, planting 
and then the mowing by Dave, the 
demonstration area looked great 
when I left. 
  Kay and I had set up the Master 
Gardener booth Friday, March 23 
in preparation for the Home and 
Garden Expo on Saturday and 
Sunday. The concept did not 
translate as well as I might have 
hoped but we did stimulate some 
questions and conversation. I 
don’t think the Expo was as well 
attended as in past years.  Thank 
you to all the MGs, MG interns 
and Junior MGs who assisted at 
the booth.  Break down of the 
booth went very quickly with all 
the volunteers.  By the time I had 
unloaded my car I realized that 
the entire process from the break-
ing down and loading at the Expo 
and unloading at my home took 
just over one hour! 
I expect the CVMG Annual Plant 
Sale will be over by the time the 
newsletter makes it out.  The pub-
lic only sees the activity the Satur-
day morning of the sale.  I want to 

thank all of the MGs who started 
the propagation of the plants in fall 
2011 so that we would have the 
plants to sell on March 31.  Thank 
you also to the many volunteers 
who moved plants around Thurs-
day and Friday in preparation for 
the sale.  Thank you to the many 
volunteers who worked at the sale 
and helped clean up afterwards.  
Many years ago I spearheaded the 
plant sale back in its infancy when 
it was very small.  The plant sale 
would not happen if it were not for 
Loretta and Debbie who keep track 
of all that needs to be done.  Thank 
you Loretta and Debbie. 
 
DEMONSTRATION AREA 
While pulling weeds I asked the 
intern working in the same bed as 
me if the class had heard anything 
about the demonstration area. The 
answer was negative so let me 
share a little information about the 
demonstration area which includes 
all the landscaping around the 
building, the rainwater collection 
system and the greenhouse.  Part 
of the demonstration is by MGs for 
MGs.  It is a place where various 
plants and soil preparations can be 
tried.  It is also meant to demon-
strate to the public and MGs soil 
preparation, plant selection and 

plant management. We also 
want to demonstrate different 
surfaces that can be used for 
pathways.  We are somewhat 
constrained by our need to be 
accessible.  We have five beds 
at present.  The square bed is 
a sensory garden that has 
been designed to appeal to 
seeing, hearing, feeling, and 
touching.  It does include some 
herbs so taste could be includ-
ed but we don’t advocate that 
strongly.  The sensory garden 
was the first bed completed two 
years ago.  Last year four addi-
tional beds were completed – 
the salvia bed, the rose bed, 
the Texas Superstar bed and 
the pomegranate bed. The 
Junior MGs put in a wildlife 
bed.  In the near future the 4-H 
building landscape/
demonstration area task force 
would like to put in a crushed 
granite walkway from the front 
corner through the salvia bed, 
complete the dry creek bed in 
front of the building and begin 
putting up signs.  We are ex-
ploring other surfaces for walk-
ways such as rock carpets.  
Needless to say we will be put-
ting more plants in beds.   
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Front Garden at the San Angelo Early 
Childhood Center 
Master Gardeners have been critical to the 
current success of the lowers in the front bed 
at the San Angelo Early Childhood Center 
(formerly known as the San Angelo Day 
Nursery).  MGs have tilled in lots of organic 

(Continued from page 1) material and expanded shale over the 
years.  Last fall MGs installed drip irriga-
tion so the plants are actually benefiting 
from watering.  The sprinkler system 
often did not penetrate the mulch to actu-
ally reach the dirt.  The 4- and 5- year old 
children planted the flowers including the 
tulip and daffodil bulbs with one-on-one 
supervision of MGs in fall of 2011.   

 
We look forward to more projects 
and meeting all the new interns in 
the current class. 

As always, let me know of questions, 
concerns or suggestions. 

Carolyn Mason 
Carolyn Mason, President 
Email:  cmason@angelo.edu 
Home phone:  224-3206 
Work phone:  942-2794 
Cell phone:  212-8568 

does provide information on bee swarm 
control in a fact sheet: Honey Bee 
Swarms and Their Control http://agrilife.org/
citybugs/factsheets/biting-stinging/bees/ent-
3002/. Also he do not recommend anyone 
try to kill bees that get into their walls of 
their home. This is strictly a job for profes-
sionals as detailed in other fact sheet on 
Honey bee control in and around homes 
https://agrilifebookstore.org/
publications_details.cfm?
whichpublication=484. 
Referrals  
A common question from the public is for 
phone numbers of beekeepers who might 
want to come out and remove their bees 
for FREE! While there may still be a few 
individuals out there willing to remove 
swarms for free, most beekeepers charge 
today for swarm removal. And if bees are 
in a home, removal can be very time con-
suming—something few beekeepers will 
do for free any more. Although there is an 
exception for beekeepers who do not use 
pesticides or devices, the general rule in 
Texas is that beekeepers who remove 
bees for pay need a pest control license. 
Some, though not all, pest control compa-

The bees are swarming. This is the time of 
year when new queen bees take their entou-
rage of worker bees and leave their old hive 
in search of a new have a nest to defend, 
they are usually very low in aggressiveness, 
and don’t pose a high risk to observers. Bee 
swarms that land in backyards may stay for a 
few hours to a few days, and then move on, 
harming nothing. Nevertheless, when bees 
land in a backyard, one can be sure that they 
will be scouting nearby for a suitable nest 
site. If your home has an unsealed opening 
leading to a suitable cavity in a wall or roof, 
the bee swarm may decide to stay and move 
indoors. For this reason, many people 
choose to have their bees removed or killed, 
to avoid the risk of having to spend hundreds 
of dollars to have the bees removed or exter-
minated from their homes. 
Resources  
Dr. Mike Merchant, Professor and Extension 
Urban Entomologist with Texas AgriLife Ex-
tension Service has a web page on bees on 
the Insects in the City website at http://
citybugs.tamu.edu/factsheets/biting-stinging/
bees/ . Dr. Merchant does not recommend 
people with heart or health problems get in-
volved with any kind of bee control, but he 

nies do provide bee removal services. Be-
fore things get too busy, I suggest that all 
county extension offices maintain a list of 
local beekeepers and local pest control 
companies who do bee control and remov-
al. You will keep a lot of people happy and 
safer if you have a good referral. For help in 
locating beekeepers, check out the Texas 
Beekeepers Association at http://
www.texasbeekeepers.org 
Is it illegal to kill bees?  
Despite rumors to the contrary, it is not ille-
gal to kill bees that are posing a threat to 
someone, or that have gotten into a building 
or home. While some people refuse to kill 
bees on principle, bee extermination ap-
pears to pose no threat to wild bees in our 
area. Even while dire reports of colony col-
lapse disorder (CCD) spread through the 
media, our wild bee populations appear to 
be doing quite well. The CCD phenomenon 
appears to be mostly restricted to domesti-
cated bees. What is illegal, and dangerous, 
is failing to follow insecticide label directions 
to avoid applying pesticides 
where bees are foraging—thus 
risking contamination of bee 
colonies and their honey. 

Bees are swarming!         Printed from Dallas County MG site 
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◄ Signage & beds in 
front of San Angelo Early 
Childhood Center. 

Flowers planted in beds 
of Early Childhood Cen-
ter.    ►  



Martha’s Bloomers & the Antique Rose Emporium 
By Carol Diminnie 

  On February 11, 2012, Carolyn 
Mason and I attended the Texas 
Master Gardener’s Directors Meet-
ing in College Station. While in that 
“neck of the woods,” we decided to 
check out a couple of garden stores. 
Our first stop was at Martha’s 
Bloomers, a home and garden store 
located on Hwy 6 in Navasota, TX, 
about 20 miles south of Bryan, TX. 
We were particularly interested in 
stopping there because Martha’s 
Bloomers was recognized by South-
ern Living magazine as one of the top 
shopping destinations in the South. 

The store offers unique items to 
decorate your home and garden, a 
large selection of garden books, 
stained glass, and glazed terra cotta 
pottery from around the world. 

Martha’s stocks flowers, trees, and 
shrubs, including hard-to-find vari-
eties. We were a little disappointed 
in the greenhouses, which were 
virtually empty in February. It may 
be that they grow their plants else-
where and fill the greenhouses in 
later spring. The landscaping out-
doors was just beginning to bloom 
and probably looks wonderful in 
the spring, with fountains and gar-
den décor. 

 

 

As you approach Martha’s Bloom-
ers on the highway, you pass by the 
gigantic teapot shaped water barrel.   

There is also a café featuring salad, 
sandwiches, quiche, homemade 
soups, and desserts. Fresh cut 
flowers adorn each table. Unfortu-
nately we arrived too late to enjoy 
lunch or afternoon tea. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention 
the several resident cats who make 
themselves at home in the shop and 
the gardens. I was surprised when 
what I thought was a ceramic cat on 
the shelf actually jumped down for 
me to pet her! 

Our second stop was at the Antique 
Rose Emporium in Brenham, TX. A 
Garden Watchdog Top 5 company, 
the Emporium received the Great Ro-
sarian Garden Hall of Fame award for 
2011.   The “pioneer” roses are the 
foundation of the Antique Rose Em-
porium, but they also carry Earth-kind 
and old roses. The multi-acre garden 
features literally hundreds of varieties 
of roses in all colors of red, pink, 
white, yellow, and peach, perennials, 
herbs and native flora. Since it was 
February during our visit, not very 
many of the roses or perennials were 
in bloom. A visit in April would be 
ideal.  

We enjoyed strolling through “Peter 
Rabbit’s garden” and other themed 
displays, observing whimsical garden 
art in among the cottage gardens.. 
Garden décor and gift items are also 

available for sale. This garden store is 
a must see for rose lovers! 

Also available from the Antique Rose 
emporium is a self-guided historical 
walking tour of the early settlement. 
Ask at the desk for a map. 
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Ron’s Ramblings 
Are you as excited as I am 
that the signs of spring are 
beginning to show around 

the Concho Valley? Many of the fruit 
trees have already begun to bud out, 
and the Texas mountain laurels have 
never looked and smelled prettier with 
their grape-fragrant bluish lavender 
blooms.  We have been blessed so far 
this last couples of months with above 
average rain fall, as well as higher than 
average temperature.  Many of us will 
be asked about when is the best time 
to prune our landscapes.  Well, that 
depends.  Spring-flowering shrubs, 
such as Indian hawthornes, forsythia, 
and viburnums, should be pruned im-
mediately after their blooming season, 
which will be just around the corner.  
Unless you are willing to spend exces-
sive time pruning and shaping (or have 
your own gardener like some residences had in 
College Station that I  recently visited while 
attending the landscape design school!), avoid 
trimming your shrubs into perfectly 
boxy squares or “poodle-cut” figurines.  
Hand pruning gives a more natural and 
relaxed look to your land-
scape.  Also, buy plants 
that grow to the mature 
height, width and shape 
that you want, and then 

leave them alone.  Summer-
flowering shrubs, such as crepe 
myrtles, should be pruned during 
the winter, since new growth on 
these shrubs/trees contains the 
flowering buds that we desire.  Ev-
ergreens and non-flowering decidu-
ous shrubs, such as junipers and 
broad-leafed evergreen shrubs, 
should be pruned during the winter, 
but light pruning can be done any-
time. 
When most people think of spring 
landscaping, brightly colored annu-
als come to their mind first.  Botani-
cally speaking, annuals are plants 
that complete their life cycle within 
one year, often within one or two 
seasons.  Even though these plants 
will die at the end of their growing 
season, nothing else in the land-
scape will give you the bang for 
your bucks, except for perhaps 
bulbs and wildflowers.  Last spring, 
I planted a new addition to my 
church’s landscape, and it did ex-
tremely well, in spite of the record 

heat and drought, and it 
certainly deserves a try in 
you annual bed.   Cos-
mos, Asteracea 

(Compositae), 
are native to 
tropical America, mostly Mexico.  
Showy summer-and fall-blooming 
plants, open and branching in habit, 
with bright green divided leaves and 
daisy-like flowers describes these 
cheerful annuals.  Ours had orange 
petals, but brownish red, and yellow 
are also available.  They prefer full 
sun, less fertile and slightly dry soil 
(and boy, did they get that last sum-
mer!).  They grow to 12” high, and 
should be spaced 9” apart if using 
transplant bedding plants.  They can 
also be started from seed.  Cosmos 
is perfect for mass colors in bor-
ders, and they can be used in 
arrangements if flowers are 
cut when freshly opened and 
placed immediately in deep 
cool water.  Dead heading of 
spent flowers will encourage contin-
ued blooming throughout the grow-
ing season. 
There is an appointed time for everything.  
And there is a time for every event under 
heaven---A time to plant, and a time to 
uproot what is planted.   Ecclesiastes 
3:1-2.         
Ron Knight 

Special Thanks and well deserved appreciation for the help from EVERYONE during the 2012 Annual Master  
Gardeners’ Plant Sale.  From reports immediately following the sale—some $13,000 was raised for future projects. 

 Thanks again!!!   
If you have pictures or snapshots to share—please send them to the Extension Office for our archives. 
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Keyhole Gardening   
By Bob White 

garden bed, circular in shape with a 
slice cut out of the circle to gain entry to 
a circular basket located in the center. 
The basket serves to efficiently water 
and fertilize the plants in the garden – 
water-rich, compostable waste is placed 
in the basket, allowing nutrients and 
moisture to flow out to the roots of the 
plants. This garden allows the conserva-
tion-minded gardener to recycle, com-
post, and grow a surprisingly large 
quantity of local produce in one six foot 
circular bed. And Dr. Deb adds, “you’ll 
never have to bend over while garden-
ing again!” 
Step-by-step instruction and videos are 
available on the website: 
http://keyholegardens.com/recipe/ 

 
************* 

Keyhole Gardens: Key to the Future  

By W. Leon Smith 
During the past four years, I have been 
involved in keyhole gardening.  It began 
with a rock and cinderblock version the 
first year, after which, due to the time 
consuming experience of building one, 
my brother and I decided to try to devel-
op an easier way. 
  We did considerable experimenting 
and came up with a newer version, light 
in weight, that if provided in kit form 
can be constructed in about an hour.  
The beauty of keyholes is that they are 
easy on the back, you can plant crops 
closer together than in a conventional 
garden, they take up smaller space, 
crops are easily accessed via the key-
hole design, and they are extremely wa-
ter efficient. The lack of weeding is an-
other huge advantage. 
   During our experiments over the past 

three years, we have planted numer-
ous crops, from watermelons, to 
pumpkins, to okra, to green beans, to 
black-eyed-peas, to tomatoes, to as-
paragus, to onions, to carrots, to cab-
bage, to lettuce, to jalapenos, to cu-
cumbers, to zucchini, to squash, to 
melons, to cantaloupes, to numerous 
herbs and other plants, many of the 
aforementioned in a variety of types. 
My favorites are sunflowers. 
  A keyhole garden is circular in de-
sign looking down at it, but has a pie
-shaped wedge cut out and a circular 
wire basket placed at the tip of the 
wedge, making it resemble an old-
timey keyhole, thus the name.  These 
gardens can be watered with a hose, 
or with sprinklers. On ours, we place 
layers or cardboard, leaves, cut grass, 
small tree branches, compost, and 
other ingredients, usually putting 
about two feet of topsoil on top, wa-
ter it in, let the level sink a little as 
some of the ingredients settle, then 
add more topsoil. The topsoil is an-
gled down slightly from the interior 
basket which is edged with a higher 
level of dirt. 
  The basket is used to “feed” the 
garden, either via water or certain 
left-over foodstuff, like banana peels 
and left-over veggies. The idea is to 
provide moisture and minerals in this 
manner to embrace recycling. 
  On our gardens, we generally try to 
group crops, thinking ahead to allow 
greatest sun exposure as they grow. 
Most of our plantings are done by 
poking holes in the dirt about two or 
three inches apart and then going 
back and placing the seeds in those 
holes before covering them up and 
smoothing out the surface some. 
Because we plant the crops so close 

(Continued on page 6) 

Have you ever heard of “Key Hole garden-
ing”?    I hadn’t, so I attended a seminar in 
San Saba concerning this new concept.  It is 
not so new in the world but here in west 
Texas I would say it is a new and great idea.    
  The Africans have been using this method 
for several years and provide enough food 
for their families and then some.   It basically 
is a composting system; the only require-
ments are following instructions and gather-
ing materials before starting. 
  I have included information from 2 different 
sites in this news letter, there are other sites 
available.  Dr. Deb Tolman is the person that 
I saw in San Saba, her program was very 
interesting  and would be good for our club 
sometime in the future she also speaks on 
other topics. The following are comments 
from her website as well as an additional 
site for information. 

“Keyhole Gardening takes the 
guesswork out of gardening!” 

~ Deb Tolman 
Contrary to popular belief, waste can 
equal food. A keyhole garden makes 
great use of kitchen and garden wastes 
in order to become a truly ‘sustainable 
garden’ with no-to-low watering and no 
need to fertilize. If knowing how and 
when to dig, fertilize, or water vegetable 
gardens has been keeping you from 
growing healthy and nutritious produce 
for your family, a keyhole garden may 
be exactly what you need to simplify 
your life. 
What exactly is a Keyhole Garden?  
Dr. Deb’s desire to blend education, 
sustainability, and local ecological pro-
cesses led her to this simple garden de-
sign, named because it resembles a key-
hole when looking at it from above. The 
Keyhole Garden is a waist-high raised 



together, it is 
quite an adventure 
to find all the 
crops when they 
are ready to pick, 
for the garden is 
thick with them. 
Here in Central 
Texas, we usually 
do a second plant-
ing mid-summer 
by planting cowpeas and okra 
which tolerate hot weather better. 
It is amazing to watch these plants 
produce and reproduce many times 
during the hot months.  
  There is something magic about 
raising some of your own crops, 
turning your hands into plowshares 
and learning about a key element 
of survival. Now, with keyholes, 
you can turn a corner of your own 
backyard into a showcase that has 
its roots deeply buried in some-
thing you created and nurtured. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Allison Watkins, CEA Horticulturist, Advisor 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service-Tom Green County Office 
113 W. Beauregard 
San Angelo, TX   76903 

We’re on the web!! 

http://txmg.org/conchovalley 

http://mastergardener.tamu.edu 

labeled, set up tables, hauled 
plants, greeted, cashiered, 
toted, and all the other jobs 
required to make this event 
work. The money raised will 
go to help the community 
and provide much needed 
horticulture education.  
  I also want to again wel-
come all the new Master 
Gardener interns who are 
taking the 2012 Training 
Class.  We have a wonderful 
group of people who are 
eager to learn and help 
out.  Thank you to everyone 
who has been providing 
food for class nights, it is a 
huge help!   

Allison Watkins 
CEA- Horticulturist 

  What a beautiful spring we 
have been blessed with!  The 
wildflowers are spectacular and 
the blooms on our landscape 
plants are a sight to behold.   
Another spectacular sight was 
the plant sale this year!  It 
amazes me every single year the 
amount of dedication and hard 
work that you Master Garden-
ers put in to serve the commu-
nity.  There were so many 
beautiful plants offered at the 
sale, and it was a huge success 
as always!  By the time doors 
were opened at 8am, customers 
were lined up clear across the 
parking lot, and were all buzz-
ing with excitement.  Thank 
you to each and every one of 
you that propagated, cultivated, 

 

Calendar items: 

 April 20 – Lunch N Learn, 
12pm – Lawn Care 

 May 8—CVMG Mtg—
Texas Toxic Plants, Dr. Allan 
McGinty speaker.

 May 9—CVMG class– 
Vegetable Gardening class, 
6pm, 4-H  Bldg 

 May 11 – Lunch N Learn, 
12pm – Water Conservation 

 July 10-CVMG mtg; Resi-
dental Landscape Water Con-
servation, Court Walker & 
Ron Knight speakers. 

 

Allison’s Accents: 

Phone: 325-659-6528 
Fax: 325-659-6467 
E-mail: aewatkins@ag.tamu.edu 
E-mail: County Office—tom-green-tx@tamu.edu 

Best Laid  
Gardening Plans 
"The best way to garden 
is to put on a wide-
brimmed straw hat and 
some old clothes. And 
with a hoe in one hand 
and a cold drink in the 
other, tell somebody else 
where to dig." 
- Texas Bix Bender,  
Don't Throw in the Trowel 

Concho Valley Master 
Gardeners 

  More information, ordering 
process and additional pictures 
can be found on the website:  
http://keyholefarm.com/ 
 
There are lots of ideas and 
methods both homemade and 
purchased containers.  Might 
give the process a try if you 
want plenty to share with your 
neighbors and to 
be the envy of the  
neighborhood.  


