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Adjust irrigation schedule as
needed as temperatures
warm up

Visit the website
watermyyard.org to
receive weekly watering
recommendations for
sprinkler systems

Replenish mulch around
beds to conserve water and
maintain plant health

 Plant summer vegetables
such as okra, peppers,
melons, squash, sweet
potatoes, and black-eyed
peas, 

Keep an eye out for pecan nut
casebearers, a small moth that

damages nuts in the spring. Join
the Pecan Update email list to
receive an announcement for

the best time to spray. 
Visit

 https://tomgreen.agrilife.org/horticulture/

to sign up

The dry spring weather has some gardeners cutting back on
the amount of flowers and vegetables they usually like to
plant this time of year. One way to still add some vibrant
spring color for the front of the home and grow productive
vegetables on a smaller scale is to plant in containers. 

Potted plants do require more frequent attention than plants in
the ground; since the pots are exposed to the wind and sun
they can dry out faster. That doesn’t mean they have to waste
a lot of water; be creative and come up with some ways to
recycle water from household use to supplement irrigation.
Dip out dishwater from the sink, use a bucket to catch some
water in the shower while it’s heating up, pour out leftover ice
from an ice chest into a planter, divert grey water from the
washing machine. Every drop counts! Also - use mulch. Its
benefits are not limited to garden beds, mulch can be useful
for containers to keep roots cool and prevent evaporation,
allowing the root systems to have access to more water.

If weeding isn’t your favorite gardening chore, then potted
plants are a great way to go. Container-grown flowers and
vegetables have very few, if any, weeds! Don’t use real soil
for potted plants, get peat-moss based potting mix. Potting
mix does not have weed seeds like real soil does, and
maintains a better structure for potted plant roots. Compost
can be added to potting mix but don’t add more than a third of
the volume of the container. At least 2/3 of the mixture needs
to be potting mix/soil substitute to provide the best foundation
for roots.

Some good choices to try for annual color on a porch or patio
include pentas, ice plant, petunia, begonia, moss rose,
marigold, and zinnia. Vegetables that do well in containers
include patio tomatoes, peppers, cucumber, sweet potatoes,
and squash. For the larger, vining vegetables, plant in a large
container and leave room around the planter for the plant to
trail down and out.
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Large, mature landscape trees are very valuable to home landscapes and provide a lot of enjoyment
because of their beauty and the shade they provide that keep the home and yard cooler in the
summer.  Those homeowners lucky enough to have big trees usually have one goal – keep it alive.
Depending on the type of tree, this can be fairly simple – just don’t do anything to damage or stress it.
Some trees, like pecans, need quite a bit of effort to keep them happy, such as frequent irrigation,
fertilization, pest control etc. But live oaks, cedar elms and other well-adapted trees are pretty resilient
and can usually get the water they need from rainfall, and the nutrients they need from the soil
. 
Knowing the root system is the first step to keeping trees healthy. Roots need oxygen and water, so
they grow most abundantly where they can easily get both – close to the surface. While trees do grow
some deep roots to help with stability, most roots are in the top six inches of soil and they spread out
far and wide away from the trunk. While many mature, well-adapted trees can get by mainly on rainfall
during normal years, when we have extended periods of drought it’s very helpful to the tree to provide
supplemental irrigation. But to be effective, it needs to be applied near the dripline, not at the trunk.
For trees that have high water needs like pecans, they need to be irrigated in addition to what the
turfgrass and other landscape plants are getting.

Knowing where the roots are is also important for protecting the tree from damage. Construction,
trenching for plumbing or irrigation, application of pesticides etc can all have major impacts on tree
health. Don’t dig trenches near tree trunks, or create driveways, or do other projects without protecting
as much of the root zone as possible – at least to the dripline, which is as wide as the canopy of the
tree. Some weed and feed products, such as those containing the active ingredient atrazine, should
not be applied to the rooting zone of trees. This herbicide in particular is good at moving through soil
and can be taken up by tree roots, damaging the tree.

When trees start to slowly decline, it’s rarely one single cause that is stressing or killing the tree, it’s
usually a combination of several factors contributing to the problem. Tree stress is very hard to
diagnose and even harder to fix, so the best bet is to provide the best cultural management – start with
planting a good tree species for the area, protect it from damage, and provide proper cultural
management when needed such as irrigation and fertilization.

Plant Spotlight

Mature Tree Care

Tangerine
Beauty
Crossvine
Bignonia capreolata
'Tangerine Beauty'

This newly designated
Texas Superstar plant is
an evergreen vine with
prolific blooms in the
spring. Plant on a sturdy
structure with plenty of
room to grow!
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Water conservation is always important, but it is
especially timely to talk about as we head
toward summer. Much of Texas is in severe
drought, and we are very behind on spring
rainfall in the Concho Valley. 

Saving water is important for our community, to
be able to have enough water in our municipal
resources; but focusing on water efficiency in
the landscape also just helps increase success
with plants. Landscapes and gardens that have
been designed to save water are more likely
able to thrive and look beautiful through the
harsh summer season. There are many ways to
reduce water use in the home landscape, and
the Earth-Kind Landscaping principles are a
good place to begin: planning and design,
practical turf areas, appropriate plant selection,
soil improvement, efficient irrigation, effective
use of mulch, appropriate maintenance, and
rainwater harvesting.

All will make a difference, but plant selection is
a great place to start. Choose plants that can
handle heat and drought conditions and that will
look beautiful all summer long. Some of my
favorites include mystic spires salvia, Pride of
Barbados, Earth-Kind roses (see earth-
kind.tamu.edu), blackfoot daisy, wooly
stemodia, gomphrena, and sweet potato vine.

Even established drought tolerant plants will
need irrigation periodically, so be efficient in
how the water is delivered. Drip irrigation should
be used in all cases except turf (and even turf
can be watered with subsurface drip systems).
Drip irrigation is better for plant health because
it reduces disease pressure, and it saves water
because there is little to no evaporation. Spray
irrigation for turfgrass should be as efficient as
possible, and there are nozzles available that
are designed to reduce water waste. 

Landscape Water
Conservation

West Texas is a challenging environment to grow
landscapes and gardens. It’s important to start
with the best possible plants that are well-matched
to each particular planting site – full sun vs. shade,
well-drained soil vs. heavy clay soil, and irrigation
water quality/quantity should all be top
considerations. We have long been focused on
finding and promoting heat-tolerant plants that can
handle west Texas summers, but after last year
we remembered how cold it can get as well. We
need tough plants, and there are many great
choices and options – it just takes a little extra
effort to research and select the best plants to
have success.

 When choosing plants, it’s usually not enough to
just look at the plant stake at the nursery – try to
research and choose specific plants and go
looking for those plants. A plant may be labeled as
needing full-sun, but most full-sun plants can
appreciate a little afternoon shade in west Texas
when it’s so hot in the summer. Zone numbers on
plant labels refer simply to cold hardiness, and
don’t tell a full story of whether the plant can
handle the heat, alkaline soil, and other specific
conditions.

Check out local city parks and gardens, be
observant when driving through the neighborhood,
and ask friends about what plants do well for
them. Check out the Earth-Kind Plant Selector at 
 to get some ideas of what to plant. Also, try plants
that are labeled as Texas Superstars by Texas
A&M – they have been tested throughout the state
and are readily available at most nurseries and
garden centers. Some of the newest Texas
Superstar plants designated last year include
Celebrity Tomato, Rock Rose, Black Stocking
Napier Grass and BBQ Skewers Rosemary
(‘Glorizia’ variety). Visit https://texassuperstar.com/
to see the full list of plants.

Plant Selection

https://texassuperstar.com/


It is the time of year to discuss two of the most common landscape questions that local homeowners
ask about – how to control khakiweed and how to manage take-all root rot in St. Augustine lawns. 
Khakiweed (Alternanthera pungens) is not up yet, it is too early in the season; but it is one of the most
annoying weeds in west Texas yards. Homeowners that have struggled with it in the past should get
a head start and make plans for prevention and control now. Khakiweed grows flat, spread out on the
ground with oval-shaped leaves and produces painful, annoying burs. It is very opportunistic and
grows well in bare spots and thinned out turf, so the first and most effective means of control is to
ensure something is occupying the soil. Deep mulch, dense groundcovers and healthy thick turf are
the most important things that can keep khakiweed from taking over the landscape.

Khakiweed is a perennial, meaning it comes back from roots so pre-emergent will not totally control it
– but pre-emergent can be helpful if applied in the late winter to prevent more plants from coming up
by seed. Post-emergent herbicides that contain a combination of 2,4-D with mecoprop, carfentrazone,
dicamba, or metsulfuron (for example, Fertilome brand Weed Free Zone) are effective for controlling
existing plants. Apply early when the plants start to emerge, while they are still small; large mature
plants will not be easily controlled with herbicide and should be physically removed.

Take-all root rot is a fungal disease that affects mainly St. Augustine grass, and causes roots to
decay. Symptoms usually show up in the early summer – starting with yellowing that eventually turns
brown, leaving large dead patches. The pathogen thrives in alkaline soil, with frequent irrigation and
excessive nitrogen. So to manage it in the home landscape, first start with good cultural management
of the grass. Water deeply and as infrequently as possible, instead of watering several times per
week. Apply nitrogen fertilizer based on a soil test only and not just on a set schedule. Beyond
cultural control, additional treatments should be based on the time of year the pathogen is active.
Some experts say the disease is active in the spring, while others say fall. If take-all is a significant
problem, try treating in both spring and fall. Recommended treatment includes top-dressing with
sphagnum peat moss and applying a fungicide such as azoxystrobin, as well as a micro-nutrient
fertilizer that contains manganese.

For more detailed info on these common landscape nuisances, visit
https://tomgreen.agrilife.org/horticulture/ to see a publication on each.

Khakiweed and Take-All Root Rot
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Saturday, April 30, 10am-12pm
Container Gardening Workshop
 Location: Tom Green 4H Center, 3168 N US 67, San Angelo
 Cost: $30
Hosted by the Concho Valley Master Gardeners
Join the Master Gardeners for an education program and hands-on activity! Learn how
to have the best success with container-grown plants. Pre-registration required, to sign
up visit https://txmg.org/conchovalley/

Thursday, May 12, 2pm - 4pm
West Texas Gardening 101 - Rainwater Harvesting
 Location: People/Plant Connection Headquarters, 416 South Oaks St, San Angelo
 Cost: $20, $35 per couple
Speaker: Kay Thompson, Master Gardener and owner - Concho Natives
Hosted by the PPC;Find out how to catch the rain when it comes, to save for later when
it doesn't!. To reserve a spot Click Here or call Susan Stanfield at 325-656-3104.

Friday, May 20, 12pm-1pm
Lunch N Learn Class - Composting 101
 Location: People/Plant Connection Headquarters, 416 South Oaks St, San Angelo
 Cost: $5 
Speaker: Allison Watkins
Hosted by the PPC; Learn the basics of composting, how to make your own and utilize in the
landscape and garden for better gardening success. To reserve a spot Click Here or call
Susan Stanfield at 325-656-3104

Save the date - Saturday, May 21
San Angelo Garden Tour
Join the Master Gardeners at selected locations throughout San Angelo to learn about
landscaping practices in west Texas! Details coming soon, keep an eye on
 https://txmg.org/conchovalley/ for info as soon as it's available

Upcoming Events
May 2022

For more information on any of the topics, or to ask questions please contact:
 

Allison Watkins
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension

Tom Green County
113 W Beauregard

San Angelo, TX 76903
325-659-6528

 
The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education,

and employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic
information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal

employment opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife. 

https://txmg.org/conchovalley/
https://www.peopleplantconnection.org/contact.html
https://www.peopleplantconnection.org/contact.html
https://txmg.org/conchovalley/

